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NORTH AND SOUTH 


OF THE YANGTZE 





strife in China has continued in 
sporadic outbursts, north and south of 
the Yangtze,—outbursts which have be- 
trayed very little evident connection with 
each other. A brief summary of the most 
significant of these reveals little progress 
either for or against the Nationalist move- 
ment. At present military governments 
are in regional power and they offer no 
definite or constructive programs. 


In the north, despite the rigid censor- 
ship imposed by the Dictator, Chang Tso- 
Lin, it is clear that the Shansi troops have 
been pressing the northern war lords 
severely in the region of Chochow (Chihli 
Province) on the Peking-Hankow Rail- 
way, and that General Feng Yu-Hsiang 
has been making slow but steady progress 
across Honan toward Suchow (Anhwei 
Province), a strategic point on the Peking- 
Tientsin Railway. 


Below the Yangtze the most critical sit- 
uation, particularly from the point of view 
of possible international conflict, exists at 
Hankow. November 12, General Tang 
Shen-Tse and his troops abandoned Han- 
kow for Changsha, before the oncoming 
Nationalist armies from Nanking. It is 
reported that as he left the city the unpaid 
soldiers and civilian rabble at once set 
about on an orgy of looting, terrifying 
the native populace and causing consider- 
able worry among the foreign residents 
there, but no deaths have been reported. 
Some 250 Americans and a like number 
of British are said to have returned to 
Hankow during the relative quiet of the 
last few months. The Japanese have 
landed a few marines,—but no indication 
has been given of the probable action of 
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the other powers in the event of real dan-— 
ger to their nationals. There are now 54 

foreign patrol boats on the Yangtze with 

a heavy concentration at Hankow. With- 

in two days after the outbreak a subordin- 

ate of General Tang’s, General Ho Chien, 

took over control of the city and at once 

started machinery moving for a “bargain 

peace” with Nanking. 


Thus, with Nanking in virtual control of 
Hankow, the Nanking Nationalist position 
on the Yangtze is appreciably strengthened 
against the newer and seemingly more 
radical group now gathering at Canton 
under Wang Ching-Wei. It is rumored that 
Eugene Chen, Madame Sun Yat Sen and 
Michael Borodin are returning from Rus- 
sia to join Canton and that even Chiang 
Kai-Shek is to return from Japan to 
take military command under the Canton- 
ese government. There are many reasons 
for doubting the probabilities of such an 
alignment, but in China one can not be 
too sure that former enemies may not find 
it advantageous to forget past differences 
and rapidly create new friendships. The 
new government is also reported to be 
seeking Japanese advisers, but should 
Japan refuse it is said the Russians will 
be invited to return. An attempt is being 
made to summon a meeting of the Kuom- 
intang Central Executive Committee at 
Canton. Both Nanking and Canton con- 
tend that they are true descendants of the 
Nationalist Party, and it remains to be 
seen which side will yield or whether each 
will compromise. 


The India Commission 


STORM of opposition has arisen in 
India following the announcement 
by the British Government last week of 
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the appointment of a statutory commis- 
sion, originally scheduled for 1929, to in- 
quire into further reforms of the Indian 
constitution. The Commission of seven 
is headed by a prominent Liberal, and two 
seats are given to Labour members. 
While all are men of ability, none of them 
have any special knowledge of India and 
no provision is made for an Indian repre- 
sentative—though prominent Indian lead- 
ers are promised an opportunity later to 
present their views to the Commission. 


Increasing friction between Hindus and 
Moslems, who are unable to agree on pro- 
posals for reform, is reported to be the 
British Government’s reason for calling 
the Commission two years in advance, but 
opposition to the India Commission is now 
uniting these very groups, who are in- 
dignant because their opinion is given no 
voice on the Commission, and who charge 
that the Commission is already prepared 
to find India “not yet ready for further 
reforms.” D. M. H. 





Reactions 


HE much-debated letter of the Agent 

General for Reparations, criticizing 
the German Government for improvident 
expenditures, was finally made public on 
November 5. A summary of the reply of 
the German Government has also been 
published in which Dr. Koehler, the Fi- 
nance Minister, insists that “the total 
indebtedness of Germany cannot be re- 
garded as disquieting.” Reports vary as 
to the actual reaction of the German Gov- 
ernment to the note but it seems clear that 
there is grave fear that foreign financial 
aid may be lessened as a result of this 
criticism. The proposed increased ex- 
penditures envisaged by the school bill and 
the salary bill are reported to have been 
greatly scaled down and on the whole 
German opinion, as reflected by the press, 
considers Gilbert’s criticism well taken. 
The Democratic and Socialist organs sup- 
port the Agent General’s action warmly, 
although the press of the extreme con- 
servatives attacks him for “infringing on 
Germany’s right to manage her own af- 
fairs.””’ Among Germany’s creditors, Mr. 
Gilbert’s warning no longer seems to be 
regarded as a veiled charge that efforts 
are being made to escape reparation pay- 


ments. M. S. W. 


The Fascist Slate 


EWS comes from Rome that im- 
portant parliamentary reforms, des- 
tined to strengthen Fascist control, are 
under way. At a recent meeting of the 
Fascist Grand Council, the reduction of 
the Chamber of Deputies from 560 to 400 
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was proposed. At the same time plans 
were considered to bring the parliamen- 
tary system more nearly into accord with 
the existing political situation. The demo- 
cratic system of universal suffrage is to be 
abolished and the vote restricted primarily 
to “those who, by paying their syndicalist 
dues, show they are active elements in the 
life of the nation.” All Italy is to be re- 
garded as a single electoral constituency ; 
there are to be no candidates who are not 
Fascists. Furthermore, only those Fascists 
who possess a sure Fascist faith and 
fervor may become candidates. The de- 
tails are not yet worked out clearly, but 
it appears that the thirteen great eco- 
nomic associations, or guilds, of producers 
and workers are to nominate candidates 
who possess technical economic qualifica- 
tions and the Grand Council is to add to 
the list purely political candidates and 
have the final say as to who shall stand 
for office. Above all this, the Tribuna is 
reported as saying, is to be “the leader 
who cannot be confined within any law, 
but who is given to us by the will of God.” 


H. W. B. 


Documentary History of the Tacna-Arica Dis- 
pute, by W. J. Dennis. The University of 
Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, 1927. (University of 
Iowa Studies in the Social Sciences, Vol. VIII, 
No. 3). 

A valuable collection of State papers relating 
to the causes of the War of the Pacific and the 

Treaty of Ancon. 


The Minorities in Roumanian Transylvania, by 
Zsombor de Szasz. London, The Richards 
Press, Ltd., 1927. 

A well documented account of the problem by 
a former Transylvanian member of the Hun- 
garian Parliament and the Austro-Hungarian 
Delegations. 


The Monroe Doctrine, 1823-1826, by Dexter Per- 
kins. Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 
1927. (Harvard Historical Studies, Vol. 
XXIX). 

This is probably the best history of the origin 
of the Monroe Doctrine. 


The Dawes Plan and the New Economics, by 
George P. Auld. Doubleday, Page & Company, 
New York, 1927. 

A readable and suggestive commentary on the 
workings of the Dawes plan by the former Ac- 
countant-General of the Reparations Commission. 


Australia—White or Yellow?, by Fleetwood Chi- 
dell. London, William Heinemann, Ltd., 1926. 
Its thesis is: Britishers must people Australia 

or Asiatics will dominate the Pacific. 

The Outlawry of War, by Charles Clayton Morri- 
son. Willett, Clark and Colby, 1927. 

The most brilliant and complete statement of 
the case for outlawry. 

Opium, by John Palmer Gavit. 
York, 1927. 


A fair analysis of the politics of the interna- 
tional opium problem. 


Brentano, New 


The Editors alone are responsible for such opinions as they may express in the News Bulletin. 
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